Use of the induced membrane technique for long bone reconstruction in low-resource settings.
The induced membrane technique is a simple and effective method for reconstructing bone defects in limbs. It is suited to low resource settings, if sufficient care is taken in preparing and performing the technique. Key points for the success of this procedure are described here. In austere environments, its use is mostly limited by possibilities for treatment of bone infection, but also by access to surgical cement and available bone stock. Alternatives for overcoming these last two obstacles are presented.